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Navajo Code Talkers

In World War II, the U.S. Marine Corps needed 

fast and efficient communication that the opposition 

could not decipher. The marines enlisted 420 Navajo 

volunteers, known as Code Talkers, who would translate 

secret messages into their complex language. The 

messages could then be sent throughout the Pacific.

The Code Talkers spoke their own language to 

communicate military secrets. But many English words 

had no equivalent in Navajo. Modern military terms 

were unknown on the Navajo reservation, so the Code 

Talkers used familiar Navajo words in place of the 

technical terms. 

When the Allies landed on Pacific islands held 

by the opposition, the Code Talkers were there with 

the troops, sending important messages between the 

frontlines and the command posts. The opposition never 

figured out the Navajos’ code. The Code Talkers played 

a big part in the Allies’ victory in the war.

Excerpt from “The Navajo Code Talkers” by Catherine Grace Jones, from COBBLESTONE’s January 1994 issue: World War II: Americans in the Pacific. 
Copyright © 1994 by Cobblestone Publishing, 30 Grove Street, Suite C, Peterborough, NH 03458. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Carus 
Publishing Company.
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Teacher’s Copy 
Level 8



Student Record Form: Comprehension

DAR Levels 7–9/10 
Strategy: Summarizing

Student: ____________________________________________________ Grade: ________   Date:  _________

Passage Title: _______________________________________________________  Passage Level: _________

Record the student’s oral summary of each paragraph.

Rate the student’s written summary of the entire passage (attach summary to this page):

q	Good response

Shows understanding of information from the passage

q	Fair response

Shows limited understanding of information from the passage

q	Poor response

Shows lack of understanding or misunderstanding of information from the passage

Does the student have difficulty distinguishing among main ideas, supporting details, and trivial information?

Y  or  N

Explain:

During this activity, the student seemed: 

❏	 Actively engaged 

❏	 Somewhat engaged

❏	 Passively cooperative

❏	 Not interested

❏	 Other: _____________

Additional Comments:
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