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Catherine Beecher

Many of the ideas about American education 

considered “modern” today actually originated with 

Catherine Beecher, a pioneer in mathematics education 

and education for women. At a time when there was no 

university education for women, at age twenty, Beecher 

undertook a two-year independent study course to 

prepare herself  for teaching. She opened a school for 

girls and then later opened a school to train teachers 

for the vast territory of the West. Some of Beecher’s 

innovative ideas included encouraging teachers to use 

what are today called “visual aids,” using blackboards 

to work problems rather than having students memorize 

everything, and expecting students to be able to 

communicate their reasoning in mathematical language.

Excerpt from “Catherine Beecher, 1800–1878” from 100 Women Who Shaped World History by Gail Meyer Rolka. Copyright © 1994 by Bluewood Books. 
Reprinted with permission of Bluewood Books.

✓ I already knew this.

! This is new to me.

? I didn’t understand this.
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Teacher’s Copy 
Level 8



Student Record Form: Comprehension

DAR Levels 7–9/10 
Strategy: Comprehension Monitoring

Student: ____________________________________________________ Grade: ________   Date:  _________

Passage Title: _______________________________________________________  Passage Level: _________

Record the student’s response to the following:

Tell me what the selection was about. What were some of the important ideas?

Rate the student’s response using the following rubric:

q	Good response

Shows understanding of information from the passage

q	Fair response

Shows limited understanding of information from the passage

q	Poor response

Shows lack of understanding or misunderstanding of information from the passage

Record the student’s response to the following:
Did marking the text this way help you to understand and remember the important parts of the selection?  

During this activity, the student seemed: 

❏	 Actively engaged 

❏	 Somewhat engaged

❏	 Passively cooperative

❏	 Not interested

❏	 Other: _____________

Additional Comments:
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