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Mbira Music

When it comes to music, Zimbabwe is best 

known for the mbira, or thumb piano. Imagine a 

hollowed-out square piece of wood roughly shaped 

like a book. Attached to its face are thin metal keys, 

pounded and flattened, which are played with thumbs 

and index fingers.

A uniquely African contribution to the world 

of music, the mbira (also known as the kalimba) is 

more than 1,000 years old. Songs that are 700 years old 

are still popular today. Because mbira songs are based 

on both repeating melodies and improvisations, very 

old songs seem fresh each time. This combination has 

influenced American jazz as well as African pop music.

Excerpt from “The Music of Zimbabwe: A Joyful Blend of Old and New” by Lesley Reed, from FACES’ December 2003 issue: Zimbabwe. Copyright © 2003 by 
Cobblestone Publishing, 30 Grove Street, Suite C, Peterborough, NH 03458. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Carus Publishing Company.

✓ I already knew this.

! This is new to me.

? I didn’t understand this.
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Teacher’s Copy 
Level 7



Student Record Form: Comprehension

DAR Levels 7–9/10 
Strategy: Comprehension Monitoring

Student: ____________________________________________________ Grade: ________   Date: __________

Passage Title: _______________________________________________________  Passage Level:__________

Record the student’s response to the following:

Tell me what the selection was about. What were some of the important ideas?

Rate the student’s response using the following rubric:

q	Good response

Shows understanding of information from the passage

q	Fair response

Shows limited understanding of information from the passage

q	Poor response

Shows lack of understanding or misunderstanding of information from the passage

Record the student’s response to the following:
Did marking the text this way help you to understand and remember the important parts of the selection?  

During this activity, the student seemed: 

❏	 Actively engaged 

❏	 Somewhat engaged

❏	 Passively cooperative

❏	 Not interested

❏	 Other: _____________

Additional Comments:
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